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I T is distressing at this time when the 
future of civilization depends upon 
the close coiiperation of our two 

countries that almost none of us, English 
or American, are really cognizant of the 
strongly voiced sympathy of the English 
masses for the sufferings of their New 
England compatriots. This was especially 
true at the time of the ill-conceived punish- 
ment of Boston’s whole population for the 
acts of the “Mohawks” in feeding to the 
fishes the cargoes of the three now famous 
tea ships. Most of us are unaware also of 
the public opinion in Englan’d which con- 
demned the whole American policy of 
George III throughout the war. 

No one familiar with the pages of the 
contemporary London newspapers can 
fail to be convinced that while the Gov- 
ernment was receiving great support in 
its plan for taxing America, largely from 

the “Country Gentlemen” lured by the 
pledges of lower taxes on their land hold- 
ings, a vast number of Englishmen were 
even then realizing that our Revolution 
was in reality a civil war. The actual 
fighting was taking place on the western 
side of the Atlantic, but as the London St. 
James Chronicle of June 24-26, 1775, 
tersely remarked, “the Question is not 
Great Britain against America, but the 
Ministry against both.” 

Fortunately for us our war with the 
mother country broke out at a time when 
there was great political unrest in Eng- 
land. George III had ascended the throne 
in 1760. His German great-grandfather 
and grandfather had taken little interest 
in the Government. George III at the 
instigation of his mother made up his mind 
to dominate and did. The fatherless Heir 
Apparent had been educated by his mother 
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and her great friend, John Stuart, third 
Earl of Bute, who followed William Pitt. 
Pitt had waged the successful war with 
France and gave up the reins of govern- 
ment rather than sign a disgraceful peace. 
The Scotch Lord Bute, whom John 
Drinkwater in his delightful Life of 
Charles James Fox describes as having 
“raised the name of Scot to the highest 
pitch of odium in the English mind,” be- 
came Prime Minister. After two years 
Bute resigned and was succeeded by 
George Grenville whose administration 
was characterized by Lord Macaulay as 
being the worst that had been known for 
over one hundred years. The fine old 
Whig party was out and the Tories were 
in. Politics were boiling. 

The political strife was constantly be- 
fore the public in the columns of the press. 
So highly seasoned were the frequent at- 
tacks of John Wilkes on the Ministry in 
his paper The North Briton that a Gen- 
eral Warrant was issued for the “appre- 
hension of the authors, printers, and pub- 
lishers of a seditious and treasonable pa- 
per entitled The North Briton.” Here 
was a very grave attack upon what the 
people of England considered an inalien- 
able right, the freedom of the press. This 
stupid action coupled with the cider tax 
and governmental neglect of the “Weav- 
er’s Petition” added to the increasing un- 
popularity of the King’s party. Lord Bute, 
long considered the power behind the 
throne, became for over twenty years the 
target for the sharp arrows of the writers 
and cartoonists who in hundreds of en- 
gravings held him responsible for the ills 
of the British nation. 

As we look back it seems almost unbe- 
lievable that of the eighteen newspapers 
then being published in London fifteen 
openly espoused the cause of America, 
though their columns were freely open 
to the pens of both factions. 

The Public Advertise? in which cer- 
tain “Letters of Junius” first appeared, 
though violently anti-Administration, was 
so freely used by the “Ministerial Hire- 
lings” as to draw the following protest on 
September 12, 1775, from AN HONEST 

MAN. “Long have I regarded with 
Shame, Indignation and Horror the in- 
famous and Impious Publications of your 
correspondents Numa, Coriolanur and 
Messala against the Americans and the 
natural Rights of Mankind: Strangers 
alike to Truth and the finer feelings of 
Justice and Humanity, it seems to be their 
sole aim (and no doubt they are well paid 
for it) to torture or totally suppress the 
former, as it may answer their vile Pur- 
poses, and to shut up and barricade every 
avenue to the latter. . . . Not a sober, in- 
telligent Man, with whom I hold con- 
verse on the late and present Conduct of 
the Ministry, with respect to America, 
and who dare avow their sentiments, but 
condemn it altogether. . . .” 

The American question was all ab- 
sorbing. It was almost the sole topic of 
the habit&s of the coffee-houses. “News 
from America” often in the form of pri- 
vate letters kept the readers of the press 
well informed as to the happenings and 
state of public opinion in the land where 
almost everyone had relatives or friends. 
The heated debates in Parliament were 
freely reported and a fierce battle was in- 
cessantly waged in the columns. of the 
press between the many who attacked the 
King and his Ministers, and those “Min- 
isterial Hirelings” (as they were called) 
who with abusive and vitriolic words de- 
fended the Administration. Some of these 
latter writers were wont to picture the 
Bostonians as the scum of the earth. 

The outbreak of hostilities in no way 
lessened the public opposition to the Gov- 
ernment’s American policy. On June I, 

I 7 76, shortly after the King’s proclama- 
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tion for a day of fasting and prayer for the 
success of the Royal Arms, a writer who 
signed himself Addison in the extremely 
conservative London Craftsman expressed 
the dominant feelings about the Ministry : 
“ . . . the bulk of the people,. the Kings 
best friends and subjects, are averse to 
their bloody measures; and no prayers or 
fastings can sanctify murder, devastation, 
or rapine, nor obtain the approbation of 
Infinite Wisdom or Goodness to attempts 
evidently calculated to ruin and destroy 
by the most savage means, a numerous 
and useful Colony inhabited by an inof- 
fensive, brave, industrious people, well-af- 
fected to their Sovereign and the parent 
state, and apparently under the protection 
of that Providence whose aid they have 
invoked.” 

Those Englishmen actively sympathiz- 
ing with America had an even more effec- 
tive weapon than the columns of the press 
in the numerous satirical engravings, po- 
litical and personal, which were then very 
much in vogue in England. Nearly two 
hundred of these bitter satirical attacks 
on the Government’s American policy 
are known to have been issued in London 
in the period 1765-1783. 

These prints, unlike the pamphlet liter- 
ature, were in no way propaganda. They 
were commercial ventures pure and sim- 
ple, and their success depended upon strik- 
ing a popular note, which they did. They 
were openly exposed for sale in the win- 
dows of print shops. The advent of some 
were advertised in the newspapers. As 
a precaution against libel suits, however, 
there was partial concealment of names 
by the use of straight lines between in- 
tervening letters. 

Most of these prints were of moderate 
price, and most of them had little artistic 
merit, yet they infallibly document the 
popularity in England of America’s re- 
sistance. Many of the engravings show 

keen insight into the political situation at 
home and knowledge of what was taking 
place in America. 

Perhaps no satirical print ever pub- 
lished covers such a wide field as LIBERTY 
TRIUMPHANT; or the Downfall of OP- 
PRESSION (Fig. I), published in London 
early in I 7 75 when the English newspa- 
pers were bemoaning the cruelty afflicted 
on the Bostonians by the Boston Port Bill 
which had closed their port and destroyed 
their trade. The eighteen references to the 
figures in the engraving make identifica- 
tion easy. Particularly significant are ( 10) 
The Genius of Britain saying to (I I) 
B&an&a, “Why so much distressed? 
and Britanniu’s reply, “The Conduct of 
those my degenerate Sons will break my 
Heart.” In the upper righthand corner 
of the print ( I 4) The Goddess of Liberty, 
addressing herself to (15) Fume and 
pointing to her Sons is saying, “Behold the 
Ardour of my Sons and let not their brave 
Actions be buried in oblivion,” with Fame 
replying, “I will trumpet their Noble 
deeds from Pole to Pole.” The following 
terse summing up of the situation which 
appeared in the London Packet, July 3-5, 
I 775, is but one of many similar expres- 
sions of the English concern for liberty. 
“There is a wide difference, says a cor- 
respondent, between North American lib- 
erty and (Lord) North’s American lib- 
erty; the first is natural and constitutional 
freedom, the latter M1 [Min- 
isterial] or abject slavery. . . .” 

Number ( 18) in the print is A Group 
of Disappointed Americans who were for 
landing the Tea; in hopes of sharing in 
the Plunder of their Country. The leader 
of the group, probably Governor Hutchin- 
son, is saying, “The People have dis- 
covered our design to divide them & we 
shall never be able to regain their confi- 
dence,” while a double-faced man, prob- 
ably Lieutenant Governor Oliver, is la- 



FIG. I. “LIBERTY TRIUMPHANT; OR THE DOWNFALL OF OPPRESSION” 

English engraving, I 7 7 5 
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menting, “I am ready to die tith grief 
and vexation at our disappointment, as it 
will blast my hopes of preferment.” This 
exchange refers to the indignation voiced 
in England over the recent brutal attacks 
on Franklin before the Privy Council for 
having sent to his Boston friends in De- 
cember I 772, the original letters to Lon- 
don from the Royal Governor Hutchin- 
son and the then Secretary Oliver of 
Massachusetts. These letters advised 
strong measures against their fellow Bos- 
tonians who were in a resentful mood 
against the mother country. 

Franklin stated in defending his action 
that his sole purpose in sending the letters 
was to prove to the people of Boston that 
the treatment they were complaining of 
did not originate with the Ministry but 
was “projected, proposed to Administra- 
tion, solicited and obtained by some of the 
respectable Americans themselves as nec- 
essary measures for the welfare of that 
country.” The letters were printed in 
Boston. That they accomplished there 
what Franklin had hoped may be seen in 
the following “Extract from a Letter from 
an English Gentleman in Boston,” dated 
Nov. 15, which appeared in the Lon- 
don Packet, January 10-12, 1774: “. . . 

a sullen resentment had for some time 
generally prevailed with an opinion aris- 
ing from the late harsh measures that the 
disposition of our nation was hostile [to- 
wards Americans] and that we intended 
to enslave them. The detection of the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor’s 
correspondence, which convinced every- 
body that the measures complained of did 
not take their rise in Britain, but were 
projected, solicited and obtained by the 
subtle machinations and misrepresenta- 
tions of these their own countrymen who 
had calumniated the whole province to 
administration for the purpose of magni- 
fying their own zeal for the rights of the 

British government . . . turned the tide; 
all resentment against Britain ceased, and 
the torrent fell on the two Governors.” 

The Scotch advisers to the King were 
also targets of constant bitter shafts. Still 
vivid were English memories of the Re- 
bellions of I 7 15 and 1745. On the very 
day before the battles of Lexington and 
Concord, the conservative London 
Chronicle printed James William’s long 
advertisement of his print, The SCOTCH 

BUTCHERY, Boston. 1775 (Fig. 2), and 
daringly listed the eight descriptive lines 
placed beneath the scene. This picture of 
Boston was a bitter attack on the Scotch 
Lords, Bute and Mansfield, on Wedder- 
burn, the attorney general who had in- 
sulted Franklin before the Privy Council, 
and on Simon Lovat, then much in the 
public eye and to whom his father’s estates, 
confiscated for his activities in the Rebel- 
lion of 1745, had just been returned, 
much to the disgust of most Englishmen. 
The moral the print pointed out was well 
understood. Just two months previously 
“Montezuma” had asked in the London 
Public Advertiser in a long attack on 
Lord Mansfield, “who then are the ad- 
visers of coercive measures? Abject Place- 
men and pettifogging Lawyers. The first 
from a Natural Desire of enriching them- 
selves, though at the Price of the most 
servile Dependence; the others from an 
acquired Diligence in fermenting Dif- 
ferences. . . .” Then after an attack on 
Mansfield he added, “Had Lord - 
any Feelings but what proceed from self- 
ishness, I should entreat him to consider 
what must be the Sensations of our brave 
soldiers (who from the blind obedience to 
which their Situation obliges them) must 
lay down their lives to butcher and en- 
slave their Fellow Subjects. . . .” 

The press and cartoonists for years con- 
tinued their reviling of the Scotchmen 
George III had drawn around him. They 
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held them responsible for his treatment of 
America. Particularly cutting and bold 
were the many “wise-cracks” in the Kerzt- 
ish Gazette of which the following on 
February 2, I 775, is a representative ex- 
ample : 

May Feathers and Tar be the next Birthday 
Suit 

And the Block be the Fate of N--- [North], 
M--- 

[Mansfield], and B--- [Bute]. 

And tucked away in the Poet’s Corner of 
the St. James Chronicle for April 18 and 
May 2, I 775, we find “A Prescription 
for Grievances.” 

Were M---d and B-te and the rest of the 
Tribe 

Tuck’d up by the Hangman, or grac’d with the 
Axe j 

No more should we vainly Petitions inscribe, 
And Commerce once more would replenish our 

Sacks. 

The designer of the SCOTCH BUTCH- 

ERY was no lover of the Scotch emblem; 
he used the thistle for the figurehead of 
the frigate firing on Boston; he spread it 
freely on the standard carried by the bru- 
tal-faced Scotch soldiery standing with 
broad sword and fixed bayonets ready for 
action. The English Soldiers struck with 
Horror and dropping their Arms well pic- 
tures the constant reports from Boston of 
the resignations of British officers and de- 
sertions of the common soldiers. 

The first news London had of the bat- 
tles of Lexington and Concord reached 
there in the form of the detailed Ameri- 
can account in the Essex Gazette, Salem, 
April 25, 1775. This was first reprinted 
in the London Evening Post Extraordi- 

nary, May 29. London was aghast. 
George III was reported to have shed 
tears. As a result of a hurried meeting of 
the cabinet the newspapers the next day 
carried above the Essex Gazette’s account 
an item informing their readers that they 

“are directed by Authority to request that 
the Public would suspend their Judgment 
upon that event until they can be more 
authentically infqrmed of the Particu- 
lars.” Judgment, however, was in no way 
suspended. The people were furious, the 
press was bitter. The London Packet of 
June 5 gave space to a twenty-four stanza 
parody of the old ballad, Chevy Chase, 
from which the following verses are 
taken : 

I 
To drive our friends with sword and gun, 
Earl Percy took his way 
And babes and parents were undone 
By bloody acts that day. 

6 
Till the Provincials brave and true, 
Oppos’d their wicked might 
And nobly drove this impious crew 
To make a running fight. 

‘5 
Nex’ day did many widows come, 
Their husbands to bewail, 
They washed their wounds in briny tears, 
But all would not prevail. 

16 
Their bodies bath’d in purple blood, 
They bore with them away, 
Thev kiss’d their dead a thousand times. 
When they were clad in clay. 

Even more audacious was the Lloyds 
Evening Post account, four days later, of 
the special meeting of the Constitutional 
Society at the Kings Arms Tavern at 
which a subscription of one hundred 
pounds was ordered “to be applied to the 
Relief of the WIDOWS, ORPHANS AND 

AGED PARENTS of our BELOVED Ameri- 
can Fellow Subjects, who FAITHFUL to 
the Character of Englishmen, preferring 
Death to Slavery, were, for that Reason 
only, inhumanly murdered by the KINGS 

Troops at or near Lexington and Con- 
cord in the Province of Massachusetts on 
the I 9th of last April. . . .” For his frank- 
ness the printer of the paper was fined 
and imprisoned for libel. 
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General Gage’s own account did n,ot 
reach London until June I I. Meanwhile 
the Ministerial writers tried to discredit 
the news. One on June IO, over the sig- 
nature of “an Enemy to Deception,” 
wrote as follows in the Public Advertiser: 
“Instigated by their Assurances, a party of 
foolish Country People, under the Direc- 
tion of some Arch-Patriots, in the Secret, 
had the Impudence to fire upon a Party 
of his Majesty’s Troops, as they were 
marching through the Town of Lexing- 
ton. Some Soldiers were murdered by 
these Means; and the Troops, in their 
own Defence, set fire to some of the 
Houses, from which they had been an- 
noyed. As to receiving or giving any reg- 
ular Fire, the American Militia were not 
guilty of such Indiscretion; but, as they 
never showed their Faces, they could not 
be said to turn their Backs. The Regulars 
marched quietly back to their Quarters. 
The Attack made by a few Assassins was 
magnified into a Battle; and the March- 
ing of the Troops to their Quarters was 
construed into a Defeat. Captain [Derby] 
set out Port with this vamped up Fiction. 
The Easterly Winds have, by keeping 
other Ships from the Channel, contrib- 
uted to continue the Deception; but as the 
Farce cannot be kept up longer, the hon- 
est Captain has DISAPPEARED." 

But these expressions were more than 
matched by such satirical prints as that 
published in London, June 29, 1775, pic- 
turing the retreat of Early Percy’s Irish 
Regiment which had gone out to rescue 
the original detachment of British Troops 
from the aroused New England Minute 
Men (Frontispiece). It is inscribed The 
Retreat From Concord to Lexington of 
the Army of Wild Irish Asses Defeated 
by the Brave Amen&an Militia. In this 
the artist has pictured two rows of colo- 
nials with their Union Jack inscribed Lib- 
erty; an officer on horseback is shouting, 

“Come on My Brave Boys we’ll die ‘or 
be free”; an officer on the right of the line 
is bellowing, “We will do for this Bloody 
Crew”; on the ground lies a dead soldier; 
an ass-headed officer cries, “I’ll Run for 
they are at our heels”; and in the center 
three files of troops led by an officer 
armed with a halberd are retreating di- 
rectly behind a mounted officer who is say- 
ing, “My Lord the Rebels are too hard 
for us, I am Wounded.” In front of four 
houses and a barn on fire are common 
soldiers carrying trunks, bales of goods, 
and a blazing torch. One is saying, “I’ll 
Run for whats in this box will be the Mak- 
ing of Me.” Facing them is a mounted 
officer, Earl Percy, brandishing his sword 
and shouting, “Wheres the Troops ago- 
ing that I have mett I am come with suc- 
tour.” 

The great interest in America led the 
press to give much space to the Colonial 
reaction to the affair at Lexington. Par- 
ticularly enlightening as to the feelings 
of some of the English officers was the 
publication in the St. James Chronicle, 
June IO-I 3, I 7 75, of an “Extract of a 
letter from Boston,” April 24: “I am 
still here with the Forces under General 
Gage, but have no reason to boast either 
of our Situation or our Spirits; the con- 
trary is too true, as you will naturally 
imagine from our Repulse by the Provin- 
cials on the I 9th instant. This Action (in 
which we lost near IOO men) is likely to 
cost us very dear, for the whole Country 
is now in Arms, and irritated beyond Ex- 
pression. Indeed there is too much Room 
for resentment, for the Regulars not only 
began the Attack, but committed such 
horrid Acts of Cruelty, as a Savage would 
blush to be charged with. Good God! 
that even a few Despots should thus pre- 
vail upon British Soldiers to bring Dis- 
grace upon their Arms, and desolate a 
Country that supports their own. Boston! 



FIG. 2. “THE SCOTCH BUTCHERY, BOSTON, 1775” 
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the famous and once flourishing Town of 
Boston, is now reduced to the wretched 
State of a Garrison, and exhibits such a 
shocking Scene to every Beholder, that I 
firmly believe is not to be paralleled in 
History. . . . But will these Violences 
bring the Colonists to a Sense of their 
Duty? Or rather, is it the Duty of free- 
born Subjects to submit to be Slaves? Be- 
lieve me, the real cause of all the Dis- 
turbances you have heard of in America, 
is entirely owing to the cruel Acts of 
Parliament that have been passed and the 
imperious conduct of the Ministry that 
you condemn. Change the latter for a 
Chatham, or repeal the former, and you 
will restore Tranquillity here and Com- 
merce at Home. If you will not, his Ma- 
jesty will inevitably lose the Affection of 
the Inhabitants of this vast Continent, 
America become the Slaughter-house of 
his Troops, and finally obtain by Oppres- 
sion that Independence for which she 
never meant to contend.” 

London was no less shocked at the news 
of the Battle of Bunker’s Hill which 
reached London July 25, 1775. The 
Government’s claim of a victory found 
little support. The London Packet of July 
26-28 caustically commented, “Notwith- 
standing all the pains taken by the hire- 
lings of Government to blacken the 
Americans, it does not appear even from 
the partial account in the Gazette of 
the action of the 17th of June, that they 
were either cruel, unskilful, or coward- 
ly. They fought it out bravely to the last, 
carried off their dead, nay buried them in 
spite of their enemies utmost efforts. They 
have killed and disabled above a thousand 
of the Kings troops, who have gained a 
dear bought victory by their own confes- 
sion. . . . The enemies of Administration 
cannot wish them greater Misfortune 
than such another victory.” 

Despite the gravity of the situation a 

certain amount of humor occasionally 
crept into the picture of the fighting in 
America, as for example in the Public 
Advertiser for July 29, I 775 : 

We came, we saw, but could not beat, 
And so-we sounded a Retreat; 
On Roxbury Hill again we saw’m, 
And did like Devils, clapper-claw them; 
But warlike Casuists can’t discuss 
If we beat them, or they beat us; 
We swear we beat-they swear we lie- 
We’ll tell you more on’t by and by. 

Most amusing to us nowadays is 

Mathina Darly’s BUNKERS HILL or 
Ametica’s Head Dress (Fig. 3), pictur- 
ing the redoubts at Bunker’s Hill over 
which fly three enormous flags. On them 
are sarcastically placed a baboon (Louis 
XVI of France), a goose, and two wom- 
en holding out olive branches to each 
other. It certainly seems strange that in 
war time anyone would have dared to 
glorify such a print as did the General 
Evening Post of May 7-9, I 7 76: “At the 
Masqued-Ball at the Pantheon on Mon- 
day evening about one thousand persons 
were present . . . ; there were a great 
many fine women, fine jewels, fine 
dresses, with some good character masks. 
The best of the latter were . . . a lady with 
her head dressed agreeable to Darly’s 
caricature of a head, so enormous actual- 
ly to contain both a plan or model of Bos- 
ton, and of the Provincial army on Bun- 
kers Hill.” 

Further proof that the English masses 
were strongly opposed to the American 
war is to be found in the story of Gov- 
ernment’s inability to obtain recruits to 
bolster up its forces in America. Lord 
Barrington, the Secretary of War, when 
defending in the House of Commons the 
Ministry’s proposed plan to hire the Hes- 
sian troops, was freely quoted as saying 
that “notwithstanding numerous induce- 
ments and try as hard as he would he was 
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only able to recruit 450 men for Ameri- 
can service, hence would be obliged to 
hire Germans.” 

Even before the battles of Lexington 
and Concord the Administration had been 
hard pressed to keep full the ranks of its 

FIG. 3. “BUNKERS HILL OR 

AMERICA'S HEAD DRESS" 

English engraving, c. I 776 

regiments in Boston which were steadily 
growing weaker owing to a constant 
stream of desertion. This situation in- 
volked the following sarcastic suggestion 
in the St. James Chronicle, January 24- 
26, 1775, from “a Correspondent, who 
has some Doubt whether the English 
Regiments will be ready to cut the 
Throats of their fellow Subjects in Amer- 
ica for Six-pence a Day, [and] proposes 
that the Towns and Cities which shall 
make any Resistance, or give any Opposi- 
tion to the Governor’s Will and Pleasure 
shall be given up to the Soldiers to be 

plundered, and however disagreeable the 
Service of cutting the Throats of their 
Brethern might be in other Respects, 
English Soldiers, any more than their 
Betters, cannot resist the Opportunity 
to Plunder.” 

Lord North’s ineffectual efforts to get 
recruits continued to get many jibes in 
the press, the Public Advertiser noting on 
January 6, 1778, “At Manchester it 
seems there have been enlisted ‘One Bar- 
bers Boy, a Chimney Sweeper, a drunken 
Taylor, two Buttonmakers and a Rat- 
Catcher.’ ” Even after France entered the 
war in I 778 George III was obliged to 
rely almost entirely on German merce- 
naries for service in America. The St. 
James Chronicle for November 23-25, 
I 780, reported “a loose Conversation” in 
the House of Commons during which 
“Mr. T. Townsend, speaking of the new 
raised Corps, said he had one Day seen on 
a March, a Set of Things that were called 
Soldiers, who really did not weigh as much 
as their Arms, and their Accoutrements.” 

Unquestionably some of the unpopu- 
larity of the American war among the 
British masses, as voiced in the press and 
commercialized by the cartoonists, was 
owing to the loss of the rich American 
trade upon which the seaport and manu- 
facturing towns had long been dependent 
for their prosperity. We find frequent 
references to America as England’s gold- 
en goose. This allegory was vividly de- 
lineated in a large colored mezzotint is- 
sued February 16, I 776, by W. Hum- 
phreys, Soho, entitled THE WISE MEN OF 

GOTHAM and their GOOSE. Here we find 
George III surrounded by his advisers, 
secular and clerical, watching Lord Bute, 
cutlass in hand, about to cut the throat 
of England’s golden goose. The moral 
of the engraving is told in a long verse 
hanging upon the wall of the Council 
Chamber on either side of the portrait of 
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the British lion in attitude of shame and 
sorrow. 

An even deeper reason for the British 
. . 

opposition to the American war was the 
popular resentment over the brutal treat- 
ment of their kinsmen across the sea, a 
resentment which at the lowest popular 
level erupted in such homely sentiments 
as the following snatch of a conversation 
between a foot soldier and sailor which 
appeared in the London Public Advertiser 

in November I 775 : “Soldier-Poor little 
Dick and Frank and Harry a’n’t so peart 
as they used to be and are afraid of losing 
their Daddy. Indeed it must be bad both 
Ways, as Bet says and I’ll tell you how she 
makes it out, Joe. If we are killed, then 
our Wives and Children will suffer, and 
if the Rebels, as they call them, are killed, 

then our countrymen’s Wives and Chil- 
dren suffer, for they are our countrymen 
Joe, and belike they have Wives and Chil- 
dren too. . . . 

“Sailor-Well. fare thee well, Tom ; 
do as little Mischief as you can, and who- 
ever does not fight with a heavy Heart, 
may every Maggotty Biscuit he eats live 
in his Guts for a Fortnight.” 

In all of this it is hard to see the Eng- 
lishman at home as the “hereditary ene- 
my” which we have sometimes been led 
to picture. At all events and whatever 
the official position it would seem clear 
from the English press and cartoons that 
he had little fuel to feed the fires of ani- 
mosity towards his colonial neighbor in 
America. 


